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'REGENERATION'
'Or The New Birth'
By the late: C. D. Cole
John Ruskin(1819-1900)English artcritic,author
and political economist said that "the first and
last and closest trial question to any living creature is, 'What do you like?' Go out into the street
and ask the first man you meet what his taste is,
and if he answers you candidly, you know him,
body and soul. What we like determines what we
are, and is a sign of what we are ••••" If the
taste Ruskin speaks of applies to moral and
spiritual things, then he has something, and his
words are sober truth. Man has moral as well as
physical taste. What one likes as a moral beingwhat he likes in relation to the true Godand His
word-determines .what he is as a moral being
and is a sign to others of what he is. One can
know himself, and others can know him by this
taste-test. Moral taste is moral desire and moral...
desire determines moral deed•.
,.'
David's moral taste is revealed when he says,
"One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I
seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty
of the Lord,. and to enquire in his temple"
(Ps. 27:4). Also, . when he says, "As the hart
panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my
soul after thee, 0 God. My soul thirsteth for
God, for the living God: when shall I come and
appear before God'?" (Ps. 42:1,2). This desire
for God shows the Psalmist to be a man after
God's own heart. Dr. Broadus gives a threefold test of personal character: What one reads
when he is tired, what he thinks about when he is
alone, and where he goes when he is 'away from
home.

This taste-test reveals the necessity of regeneration for every man. Man, in his natural
condition, does not like God-the God of the Bible;
he does not long for God's presence as David
did; he rather shuns God, as Adam and Eve did
when they sinned and hid themselves from Him.
The natural man has no taste for the things of
God. The carnal mind ·i6 enmity ~st
God.
Man in his natural and'fallen 'state would not
enjoy heaven if he shoulcl'go there. HeavenJs
a prepared place for a prepared people. Regeneration is the only reJOeCb';every man must be
born agailHlorn from above-made a newcr$tureif he is to see or enter into the kingdomof God.
THE NATUREOF REGENERATION
Regeneration is that aspect of salvation inwhich
the dead sinnel'-t.he sinner with all the faculties of the soul in moral ruins, and paralyzed
towards God and holiness, being unable to please
God-is made a child of God with a taste for the
things of God.
Regeneration, therefore, may be defiriedas the
gracious work of God in the human soul by which
the heart is enabled to love God, the lliind is
enabled to understand the gospel of Christ, and
the will is brought to choose Christ as both.Lord
and Saviour.
Regeneration is not the bringing of a person
into existence; it is the birth of. one already in
existence; therefore, a second birth. Noris it
the bringing of any new faculties or parts into
existence. The unregenerate man has as many

In the second aspect of, regeneration, God
parts or faculties to his being as the regenerate
secures the initial exercise of the new nature,
man has. No part of man was annihilated in the
and in this the soul is active. Repentance and
fall, but all parts were ruined or depraved. Refaith are heart exercises of the sinner in regeneration is not based upon non-existence, but
sponse 'to the quickening work of the Spirit.
upon a depraved existence. The soul of man is
The two aspects of regeneration are simultanendowed, with heart, and mind, and will, and
eous. At the very instant God gives a holy
the unregenerate man has all these faculties,
disposition to the soul, He pours in the light
although in a ,~
or depraved state. Hehas
a mind and can think and,under$tand, but he does
of Gospel truth and induces the exercise of the
not like to think about God,' and cannot Wlderholy disposition He has imparted.
stand the things of God; he bill a heart so that
This ,distinction seems· necessary from the
re~sentation of the change in the Scrip••
he can and does love, but be does not love God; , ~old
he has a wlll so that he can and does choose, but
ture •.' ID·some' ••• sages the chalJge is ascribed
he does not choose Christ as Lord and Saviour.
wholly to God. "Which were born, not of blood,
Regeneration is essentially a changing of the
nor of the will of the flesh, DOr of the will of
fundamen"l,"ste of, the soul. By •• ste we ine8D ',.man, but of God,,· (John 1:13). III changingthe
the direction' of his mind and bent of his affec••
fUndamental taste of the soul there is no use of
tions, the trend of his will. And to alter that taste
JD8&D1
or cooperation from the"r.
In fact,
tile 'truth .is rejected until the dilJposition is
is not to implrt a new faculty, or cr.
a new
substance~ but simply to set 11PD"Godthe affecchUpd..; ',Now in other passapi we find the
tions which hitherto have been set upoa self and, ,truth is employed as .••••• and the mind acts
sin.To borrow an illustration (rom n.-. St:roIJI:
01 the truth."O!
his own will bqat he
in.'
The engineer who climbs ,over thes
into a
us wfth,'the word· of trutb, that we should be a
kind lit, firstfruits 'of lds creatures" (James
runaway locomotiVeand who changes its course,
1:18).
"Being bom again, DOtof corruptible
does so, not byaddiDg any new rod or cog, but
by simply.reversing the lever. So in regerieration·
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever" (I Peter 1:23).
God is reversing the lever of the soul. He is
changing the taste so that a man loves what he
To deny these two aspects you would have an
once hated and hates what he once loved.
unregenerated believer on the one hand, or a
Regeneration is not the eradication of the
regenerated unbeliever 011 the other hand, neither
sinful nature, but the iinpal1ation of a new natureof which ill possible.
, a sinless nature. The saved man has been born
two times, and has a twofolddisposition or nature. '
THE NECESSITYOF REGENERATION
This creates a conflict between the fleshly and
What we have already written reveals whythe
spiritual natures. "For the flesh lusteth against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and
new birth is necessary, but we will amplify and
illustrate:
,
these are contrary the one to the other: so that
ye cannot do the things that ye would" (Gal. 5:17).
The depravity of humannature makes the new
Paul had this conflict in his own experience. He
birth. necessary. The physical birth produces no
delighted in the law of Godafter the inward man,
qualities that are pleasing to God. "So then they
but was conscious of another law or force, so
that are in the flesh cannot please God." Paul
that he could not do the good he desited to do.
reminds the Jews that beina the fieshly descend••
Read Rom. 7:14•.25.
ants of Abraham did not make them the children
of GodCRom.9:8). Mallhas the inherited corruption of a fallen bIture. ,David was not castJDg
TWOASPECTSOF 11IE NEWBmTH
retlecdion upon.his mother'" vlI1ue,.but was con••
In the first aspect the soul is passive; it is
fessing to ·inbom depravity,when be exclaimed,
simply acted upon. God changes the governing
"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did
my mother conceive me." A man may say, "I
disposition by a creative act, ttiat is, withoutthe
use of means, and withoutany cooperation on the
know I do things that are wrong, but I have a good
heart after all." But God gives a different verpart of the sinner. How could it be otherwise
unless death contributes to life, unless filth
dict. Christ taught that the human heart was the
very foUntain of all that is sinful: "For from
purifies itself, and a corpse adorns itself? In
a word, regeneration must be altogether of God
within, out of the heart of men, ,proceed evil
unless nature acts contrary to nature. If the
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
carnal mind hates God; if the things of Godare
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness,
foolishness to the natural man; if they that. are
an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All
in the flesh cannot please God; what hope is there
these things come from within, and defUe the
that such a nature will act as though it were
man" (Mark 7:21-23). The human affections are
otherwise? There is no such thing as self-birth,
misplaced. Man naturally loves the things that
either in the physical or Spiritual realms. The
are contrary to God. He must be born from
mother gives birth to the child, and in the moral
above in order to love God. "Beloved, let us Jove
realm we are born of God.
one another; for love is of God; and everyone

that loveth is (Gk. has been) born of God, and
knowethGod" 0 John 4:7).
The human will is antagonistic to God. God's
will should be supreme in every life, but man
by nature is dominated by self-will. "All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way." In the life of Christ, the
one perfect life, the will of God was supreme.
He came not to do His own will, but the will of
the Father.
Moreover, man by nature, is ina state of moral
darkness, ignorant of the things of God. ·He
cannot understand the things of the Spirit: "For
they are foolishness unto him, neither can heknow
them, because ~ey are spiritually discerned"
(I Cor. 2:14). There must be a spiritual birth
before there can be spiritual understanding.

only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost..••••
This view has led to a lot of silly and unscriptural
expressions, such as, "energizing the truth", or
"illuminating the truth." There is nothing wrong
with the truth, the trouble is with the sinner's
darkened understanding. God does not make the
truth more true, but He opens sin-blinded minds
to understand it (I Cor. 3:5; nCor. 4:6). The word
gives Imowledp of spiritual things. The gospel
is objective light; the HolySpirit gives subjective
ligbt. ,
Dr. T.T. Shields once preached on the text,
~,'This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Chri8tJ~sus came into the world
to save sinners;d.wbom
I ainchief." A few
days later he received a letter from a man that
ran like this: "I enjoyed your sermon last Sunday very much, and ~
~t see whyanyone in
THE EFFICIENT CAUSEOF REGENERATION
your audience eouldnot be saved. But your
prayer followiiJ,gthe sermon spoiled it .for me.
You asked Godby His Spirtt.to: lead sinners to an
By the efficient cause we mean the power by
acceptance of the gOspel. I.write to ask what the
which the. effect is secured. What power brings
Spirit· has to do with it? The.way of salvation was
about the new birth? The various answers to this
presented; aU they had .to do was to a(:cept it."
question may be summed upinthree general views.
1. Some put the efficient cause or power of .. This man was right, if 'the.truth and· the human
will are all that is necesSary, and prayer for God
re~neration in the human will. This vieWemto do something in the sinner would be foolish.
phasizes the plan of salvation and makes response
to the plan, that is, faith inthe gospel, depend upon This view utterly ignores the truth of human dethe human will. The sinner is told that if he will
pravit\v•..
3. The position of the writer is, that the
believe the gospel he will be born again. This
immediate agency of the Holy Spirit is the efficconfoundsjustification and regeneration. We read
ient cause of regeneration. The power of the
again and again that we are justified by faith,
Holy Spirit is immediate, that is, it does not
but never that we are regenerated by faith.
depehd up:IDor flow through anything, not even
Man's volition&-theexercise of his wiU-are practhe gospel itself. The gospel is hated and rejected
tically the shadow of his affections. Youcannot
separate a man from his shadow and have him
as foolishness until direct power of the Spirit
going in one direction and his shadowin another
changes the governing disposition of the heart.
As someone has said, '''Our natural hearts are
direction. Neither can you have a man's will
hearts of stone. The word of God is good seed
going in the opposite direction from the way his
heart goes. Men choose what they do because of
sown on the hard, trodden, macadamized highway,
the condition of the heart. John 1:13 is fatal to
which the horses of passion, the asses of self-will,
this view: "Which were born, not of blood, nor of
the wagons of imaginary treasure, have made
impenetrable.
ONLY THE HOLY spmlT can
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God."
soften and pulverize the soU." The gospel is good
2. Another view makes the truth the efficient
seed, but good seed eannotmake good soU•. Paul
cause of regeneration. This view puts the power
may plant, AjJOllosmay water. but God must give
the increaae.
of the new birth in the gospel. A. Campbell is one
Thy grace is unconfirmed;
of the best exponents of this view. He says,
Dispel the gloomy shades of night,
"We plead that all the converting power of the
The darkness of the mind."
Holy Spirit is exhibited in the Divine Record."
This denies any Subjective or internal work of
"Now to our eye display
the Holy Spirit on the heart of the sinner. The
The truth Thy words reveal;
preaCher is to make the gospel so attractive that
Cause us to run the heavenly way.
the sinner, apart from any change in his heart,
Delighting in Thy will. "
will accept it. But to the heart that hates God
the plainer you make the gospel, the more he will
"Thy teachings make us know
hate it. If this were true then it wouldbe absurd
The mysteries of Thy love;
to pray to Godto regenerate, for thatis more than
The vanity of things below,
He can do-regeneration is simply the effect of
The joys of things above."
the word preached. This is called "the word only"
theory, which is refuted by Paul in I Thess. 1:5:
"Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of
God. For our gospel came not unto you in word
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