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'The Blessed Rope'
By the late: C. D. Cole
"Looking for that blessed hope,andthe glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13).
We cannot emphasize too much that the blessed
hope is the believer's hope-the hope of the man
who has lost all hope in himself and everything
else, and has found the goodhope in Christ. The
lost man is without hope and without God in the
world. The world, as such, has no hope. Judged
by its own statements we live in an almost hopeless world. The future is dark and forboding
to the leaders in all walks of life. Statesmen are
puzzled and admit that they can find no way out.
Scientists have turned to preachers and are pleading with Christianity to hurry and save the worldsave it from self-destruction before it is too
late. They hold the watch on us and tell us we
have only a few years in which to do the job.
Medicine and surgery are doing a wonderful job
in patching up humanity and prolonging the life
of the sick and crippled, but this is not the blessed
hope. There is no hope for this world-it is a
doomed world out of whichGodis saving souls by
His word and Spirit.
THE RETURNOF CHRlST
is the blessed hope of the child of God. "Looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ"
(Titus 2:13). Now the coming of Christ is not
any hope for the world, but rather its doom.

"And to you who are troubled rest with us, when
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:
Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power; When he shall come to
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired
in all them that believe (because our testimony
among you was believed) in that day" (II Thess.
1:7-10). The return of Christ does mean hope for
inanimate creation, and maybe for the animal
creation, but it carries no hope for the Christ
rejector. "For the earnest expectation of the
creature waiteth for the manifestation of the
sons of God. For the creature was ronde subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of
him who hath Subjected the same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious
liberty of the children of God. For we knowthat
the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in
pain together until now" (Rom. 8:19-22).
WHYlS THE SECONDCOMINGOF CHRIST
called the blessed hope? We suggest several
reasons:
1. I think it is because that whenHe comes
We shall see the face of our Beloved. I believe
the face of our Lord Jesus Christ will be the

most beautiful sight anybody will ever behold.
We walk by faith now, not by sight, so that we
say, "Whom having not seen we love." The
blessedness of seeing Him is so great that He
made it an object of prayer. "Father, I will
that they also, whom thou hast given me, be
with me where I ami that they may behold my
glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world"
(John 17:24). And we are going to be like Him.
"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is" (I John
3:2).

The famous Negro preacher, John Jasper,
lay on his dying bed. His master was trying
to comfort him. He said, "John, you have had
to live in a log cabin with a dirt floor down
here, but you will soon enter a mansion prepared for you by Jesus Christ." John Jasper
replied: "Yes, Massa, if so be the Lord will
be pleased to give me a mansion, but I want to
see the face of the Lord Jesus." The master
said again: "John, you have had to go in rags
down here, but you will soon be clothed in glorious raiment."
The old Negro replied: "Yes,
Massa, it so be the Lord will be pleased to give
me beautiful garments, but I want to see the
face of the Lord Jesus who loved me and gave
Himself for me." What is the hope of the bride
but to see the face of her Beloved after His long
absence? But the face which is going to be so
lovely to His people will be terrible to look
upon by His enemies. "And the kings of the
earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and
the chief captains, and the mighty men, and
every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks,
Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him
that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath
of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath
is come; and who shall be able to stand?" (Rev.
6:15-17).
2. It is called the blessed hope because at the
return of Jesus Christ our salvation will be
complete. Now the ground of salvation, the cost
of salvation, the certainty of salvation, and much
of the joy and peace of salvation are all settled
and finished. The one offering that makes us
perfect before God has been made. The complete price of our redemption was paid atCalvary.
It was then and there Jesus paid it all. We
believers have forgiveness now. Weare justified from all things. There is now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. But
we are not yet glorified. The lost image of God
has not yet been restored to us. "For whomhe
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might

be the firstborn among many brethren" (Rom.
8:29). When you have the toothache or headache
or some other physical pain, cherish the thought
that one day you will have a body that will not
sigh and groan.
Not only do we groan because of the infirmities
of our bodies, we also groan and mourn over
the. infirmities of our spirits. We mourn over
our sins; we hunger and thirst after righteousness
and when He comes, we shall be filled. We have
the desire to be good, but we do not have the
power to be goodas we want to be.
3. It is called the blessed hope because at the
second coming of Christ there will be a vindication of our faith. I believe all the Bible has
to say. And I believe all it has to say is profitable and that we need to hear it. "All scripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished \Ulto
all good works" (II Tim. 3:16). Whenthis Bible
says that salvation is by grace through faith,
without any works, I believe it. When it says
there is none other name given among men
whereby we must be saved, but the name of Jesus
Christ, I believe it and trust Him and Him alone.
When it says that He put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself; that He died as the Just for the
unjust; that He bare our sins in His ownbody
on the tree; that His blood cleanseth us from all
sin, I believe it and have no other hope or faith.
When it talks about the depravity of the natural
man, I believe it. When it says, no man can
come to me except he be drawn by the Father,
I believe it. When it says, all the Father has
given to the Son shall come to Him and be saved,
I believe it. Whenit emphasizes the sovereignty
of God by saying that He hath mercy on whomHe
will have mercy and whomHe will, He hardeneth,
I believe it. When it says that Christ has other
sheep outside the Jewish fold ~t He must bring
in, I believe it. Manyof us have been misrepresented, and slandered and opposed because we
believe all of this Book. But when He comes,
our faith will be vindicated. We can wait for
His vindication. He laughs best who laughs last.
4. It is called the blessed hope because at
the coming of Christ, the faithful will receive
their rewards. "Behold, I come quickly and my
rewards are with me." We must distinguish
between our salvation which is by grace, to which
we contribute absolutely nothing and the rewards
to be given for faithful service. It is all right
to work for pay, providing we are willing to wait
for our pay until Christ comes. God wants us
to believe that it pays to serve Him and suffer
for Him, but He tells us this pay is in heaven.
"Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they

the prophets which were before you" (Matt. 5:12).
1 never try to get even with those who try to
harm me, for when they try to harm me, they
only add to my rewards when He comes. Whenever 1 preach the truth and somebody gets mad
at me and tries to injure me, that is a cross,
and if 1 have a cross here, it means a crown
yonder. When my courtesies are met with curses,
it means a blessing in the day Christ comes.
What little money 1 give to the church of Christ
is not given to pay for salvation, but for rewards when Christ comes. If we had the right
attitude towards rewards we would keep the
angels busy writing down what we are doing for
the Lord.
Does somebody say, "I serve Him
through love, not for rewards."
You make an
unnecessary distinction. If you really love Him,
you will love His rewards.
If you really love
Him, it will make you immensely happy to hear
Him say, "Well done, thou good and faithful
servant, enter thou into the joys of thy Lord."
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"Hope on, hope on, 0 troubled heart
If doubts and fears o'er1ake thee,
Remember this-th.e Lord hath said,
He never will forsake thee;
Then murmur not, still bear thy lot,
Nor yield to care or sorrow;
Be sure the clouds that frown today,
Will break in smiles tomorrow •
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"Hope on, hope on, though dark and deep
The shadows gather o'er thee;
Be not dismayed; thy Saviour holds
The lamp of life before thee;
And if He will that thou today
Should'st tread the vale of sorrow;
Be not afraid, but trust and wait;
The sun will shine tomorrow.
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"Hope on, hope on, go bravely forth
Through trial and temptation,
Directed by the worth of truth,
So full of consolation;
There is a calm for every storm,
A joy for every sorrow.
A night from which the soul shall wake
To hail an endless morrow."
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PLEASENOTEI "DefinitionsofDoctrine - Volume
n" is presently unavailable due to the fact that
we are reprinting it on our offset printing press.
This book will be available after the first of

• the year.
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"'Fear
not!
I will help thee.'
Fear not!
If there were an ant at the door of thy granary I
asking for help, it would not ruin thee to give
him a grain of thy wheat; and thou art nothing
but a tiny
insect
at the door of My allsufficiency.
I wi II help thee."
-Spurgeon

