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'Success'
BY THE LATE: C. D. COLE

"This book of the law shall not depart out
of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein
day and night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein: for then
thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then
thou shalt have good success" (Joshua 1:8).
I believe this is the only time the word
"success" is found in the Bible. A great Greek
writer who lived 500 B.C. said that "success is
man's god." And it is true that people have
always laid great stress on success. Webster:
"Success is the favorable or prosperous termination of anything attempted." If I attempt to
get wealth and get it, I have been a success. I
expect more people measure success by the dollar
mark than by any other standard. If fame and
prominence is my goal, and my name is heard
over radio and read in the press-if all I do and
say is followed by the multitudes-then I am a
success. But these ideas of success leave out
a very important question: "Where and what
shall I be in eternity?"
Books have been written on success and rules
have been' laid down for success. Just the other
day an article appeared in one of the leading
magazines claiming to give the grand rule for
success.
It told of a certain man whogives
himself the one-year test, in trying to evaluate
the importance of the various elements that m•.,ke
up his life. He merely asks himself how important the thing he wants today will be one year
from now. Most of the things that seem so
essential at the moment will, he decides, have

been forgotten a year from now. Why bother
with them at all? Why give them importance?
Why not concentrate on those things which are
most likely to underwrite my success?
This rule for success would be very good if
human existence ended at death. But it forgets
the eternity of man. The better test might be
called the eternity test. What will the thing I want
today be worth in eternity?
However, the man under consideration is wiser
than most men; for most men live for the absolute
present--what gratifies for the moment is all they
consider. For success in this life, the one-year
test is good.
The scripture I read tells of the death of Moses
before Israel had crossed the Jordan. The responsibility of leadership fell upon the shoulders
of Joshua, the minister of Moses. Joshua is told
to arise and lead the people across the river.
This was a big order and a trial of faith, for
Jordan was in flood-and howwas that great crowd
of men, women, and children to get across the
river which was impassible and no ferryboats
in sight, to say nothing of the watchful eyes that
were upon them from the other bank? To cross
a stream in the face of an enemy is a ticklish
operation, even for modern armies. And not a
hint is given as to the means of making the crossing. He is just commanded to do it, and God
promises to be with him. It was a faith operation,
for all the circumstances were against getting
across. Faith is always tried by pitting visible
circumstances against the invisible God and His
Word.

Here is something to note: God's word of
promise is made plain and emphatic. Hepromised
to be with Joshua as he had been with Moses.
He promised that no man would be able to stand
against him. He repeated His promise to be with
him. He tells him that the land of the enemy is
His gift to them, and that he is to "divide for an
inheritance the land, which I sware unto their
fathers to give to them." And then follows the
conditions and rules for success. "Only be thou
strong and very courageous, that thou mayest
observe to do according to all the law, which
Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not
from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This
book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth;
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night,
that thou mayest observe to do according to all
that is written therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have
good success" (verses 7 and 8). We can apply
these rules to God's people of this or any other
generation. These rules for success are just as
plainly told in the New Testament as here in the

Old.

I. Man must have a Saviour. So far as eternity
is concerned, there is not a step towards success
without Jesus Christ as Saviour. Man, as a
sinner, faces the law of God,and must be redeemed
from its awful curse. God's law is backed by
His justice, power, and holiness, and the sinner
has no chance of escape from its awful penalty
apart from a Saviour. "For as many as are of
the works of the law are under the curse: for
it is written, Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which are written in
the book of the law to do them" (Gal. 3:10).
"C hrist hath redeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us: for it is
written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on
a tree" (Gal. 3:13).
II. The saved man must be strong and courageous. The Christian life is not a play party;
it is a warfare. It is not a picnic; it is a battle.
The church is not a loungingroom; it is a feeding
and training station.
The church must have
cradles and bottles for babies, but babies should
grow up, and get to where they can get out of
the cradle and give up the bottle, and do some
fighting. Imagine a 50 year old man lying in a
cradle with a bottle in his mouth, or crying at
the top of his voice for attention. He would
be a ridiculous sight with his arm,> and legs
hanging over the sides and end of the crib.
And yet that is the picture of a lot of church
members.
The babies of World War I were the soldiers
of World War II because they grew up and were
strong.
Joshua had a difficultanddangerous assignment
and he must be brave and strong. But his strength
and courage must be in the Lord. He had no
strength of his own to drive out the Canaanites

that dwelt in the Land of Promise. Withoutthe
Lord, bravery would be foolishness and strength
would be weakness. The strong city of Jericho
was taken because God was with Israel, while
the the
weal<city
out
Lord. of Ai was too much for Israel withThe teaching of the New Testament is to the
same effect. Jesus said, "Without me ye can do
nothing." Paul said: "I can do all things through
Christ who strengtheneth me." "Finally, my
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power
of his might" (Eph. 6:10); "Thou therefore, my
son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus" (II Tim. 2:1). The word for" strong" in
these two passages means "To make strong
inwardly." It means moral strength or heart
courage. It is the kind of strength we need for
Christian warfare. Physical prowess counts for
little or nothing. A man may be a giant physically and yet be as weak as a baby mJrally and
spiritually. The church needs spiritual giants
today.
III. The saved man must pay attentionto God's
word. This is a necessary rule for success.
"This book of the law must not depart out of thy
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and
night." This book of the law referred to the
Pentateuch generally, and perhaps to Deuteronomy
especially. It contained instructions for successful warfare and it must be known. Joshua needed
to knowit, and more than that, he needed to meditate uponit-he neededthe strength that its promises
would give. By meditating upon it, he wouldget
inward strength that would enable him to win
battles too much for his outward strength. With
the inward strength of faith God would be his
outward strength for victory. Trust is strength
because trust touches the Rock of Ages. Trust
connects with Godthe source of power.
If God's people would meditate uponthe Word
of God they would have more strength. Meditation is to the spiritual man what chewingis in
the physical man. Chewing our food enables us
to digest it and get strength from it. Meditation
grinds up the food of God's Word. It is not enough
to know the letter of the Word; we must ponder
it for strength and courage.
IV. The saved man must observe to do all that
is written. "Thou shalt meditate therein day
and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein." Meditation
is not that we may be able to quote Scripture
to others, but that we may do what Scripture
commands. To be a success we must not merely
be hearers of the Word; we must be doers of theWord also.
Courage andobediencemakethe perfect soldier.
And they must go together like Siamese twins.
Courage without obedience would be useless and
there could be no obedience without courage.
Courage is inward strength for outward duty, but
what is the use to have inward strength if nothing
is done?

The man of God has responsibilities, and he
must not turn his back upon duty. The word
"duty" comes from the word "due". It means
that we owe something, and we ought to pay
our debts. What are some of the duties of the
saved man? Whatever Godhas commanded. For
the Christian soldier, Christ's commandments
are his marching orders. And what are these
marching orders? What are Christian duties?
The over-all duty is to be His witnesses.
We are to make Him known to the world-we are
to promote the preaching of His Gospel to the
ends of the earth. In connection with this, we
ourselves must wait upon the preaching of His
Word. We won't be much interested in helping
preach His Word to others if we ourselves despise
the preaching of it. This problem of church
attendance will be solved when people get the
spirit of obedience to God. Ifweare not victorious,
it will not be for lack of Divine power but lack of
the spirit of obedience on our part.
The Duke of Wellington was once asked what
was to be done about a difficult mission. Wellington replied, "What are your marching orders?"
The commission was read again, and Wellington
said: "There is nothing to ask questions about.
Do what you are told to do. Don't stop to consider
the difficulties."
Now, Joshua was a soldier like Wellington.
God commanded him: "Go across the Jordan,
keep this book in your hand; meditate on it day
and night; just obey, obey, obey." And from the
day he received his orders until he died, he
never swerved.
Oh, how much we all need the spirit of obedience to the Lord that characterized Joshua. And
this will spell "success" when He returns to
reward the faithful.
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Just suppose the Lord would begin to·
morrow to make people as sick as they
claim to be on Sunday.
Just suppose the Lord should make
people as poor as they claim to be when
asked to help finance His program.
Just suppose the Lord should have
everyone stoned to death for covetous·
ness as was Achan.
Just suppose the Lord should· let some
parents look into the future and see what
their example and lax control did for
th'elr ch'ld
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I t is! I come quickly says the Lord.
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