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us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke
of bondage" (Gal. 5:1).
The feeling one has will be determined somewhat by the particular system of slavery he was
under before he trusted Christ. The man who
has been trying to be saved by keeping the Ten
Commandments will feel relieved from the feeling of uncertainty and uneasiness he had while
trying that way of salvation. The person whowas
in slavery to a heathen system in which he tried
to appease the gods by self-tortue will be happy
to see the truth that salvation is the one sacrifice
of Christ. Heb. 9:26. In my own case, a terrible
load was lifted off my conscience when I saw
that I did not have to establish my own righteousness by living a sinless life and that Christis
made mto the believer wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification and redemption. n Cor. 5:21. There
has been much said and written about political
freedom. All nations of people are freedom loving
in regard to human laws and human rulers.
American Colonies could not stand any degree of
slavery under England's laws, so they declared
their independence and fought a war to win it.
HlDlg8rytried to free herself from Russian
bondage and was crushed in the effort. And there
are millions today in political bondage.
Religious bondage is any system of religion
that offers salvation at the· price of human merit
or works. Now Christ has made us free from
bondage to any law that has a price tag on salvation. There was a price tag on salvation, but
Christ took it off when He paid for it with His
ownprecious blood.
HOWTO USECHRlSTIANLIBERTY
Now the question is: Howare we going to use
this liberty? A judicious interpreter says that
Christian liberty is one thing and the way we use
it is another thing. Christian liberty is an internal
feeling we have in the presence ofGod;the use of it
is the way we manifest it before men. The believer
comes to Godas Father, rejoicing in Christ, confessing his sins, happy in assured forgiveness, and
hopingand longingto be perfectly whole. We enjoy
our liberty in communion with God, happy that
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law,
and that sin cannot have dominionover us because
we are not under law but under grace. The Galatians were being pressured to give up their liberty
in Christ and go into bondageto the law of Moses.
In telling the Galatians howto use their liberty
in Christ, he says, "For, brethren, ye have been
called mto liberty; only use not liberty for an
occasion to the flesh, but by love .s~~e one
another." We shall try to lead you into the meaning of this exhortation and then discuss the
motives by whichPaul enforces it.
Don't use your freedom to gratify fleshly lusts,

but by love serve one another. The flesh stands
for human nature in man's fallen and depraved
condition. It does not mean the body, but human
desires as a fallen creature. The body is never
the source of sin, but may be used as an instrument of sin. The human heart as the source of
sin is never the physical organ. "For out of the
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:
These are the things which defile a man: but to
eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man"
(Matt. 15:19,20). Just as the heart is the receptacIe of physical life, so the moral heart is the
receptacle of spiritual life. Saving religion is
heart religion in which there is love to Godand
man. And the way to use Christian liberty is to
serve one another by love.
The two motives by which Paul enforces
this exhortation:
1. Love is the fulfillment of the law. As
long as one is trying to be saved by keeping the
law, he is not acting from love but purely from
fear. But in libert,y"from the Jaw as the way
of salvation, the believer in Christ can act from
the motive of love. Andthe way to fulfill the law
as a rule of conduct is to love your neighbor.
Paul quotes Leviticus 19:18, but does not use it
just as MOles did. "Neighbor" with Moses is
defined as "one of the children of thy people,"
that is a Jew or Israelite. But "neighbor" with
Paul is equivalent to every man. Paul leamed
from Christ who our neighbor is. Christ tells
us who our neighbor is in the Parable of the
Good Samaritan. Luke 10:27-37. And in Romans
13:10 Paul tells us how love fulfills the law:
"Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore,
love is the fulfilling of the law."
Another motive is drawn from the evil consequences of an opposite temper and disposition.
"But if ye bite and devour one another, take
heed that ye be not consumed one of another."
The language here is hJghJyfigurative, although
not obscure. By biting and devouring one another,
the apostle refers to violent strifes and debates
then going on among the Galatians because of
the new views the Judaizing teachers had introduced. And the result was that they were only
hurting one another and also hurting the churches.
A quamt old writer says, "When dogs and
wolves bite one another, that is according to
their nature, but it is sad indeed when sheep
take to biting one another." And he also says,
"I would rather be bitten by a dog outside the
fold, than by a sheep in it. The bite of a fellow
Christian is sharper than any other." This
sort of behaviour will rend a church in pieces
quicker than all the assaults of men and devils
from the outside. Strife and contentions prevent edification within and conversion without.
"But speaking the truth in love, may grow up

into him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ" (Eph. 4:15).
"How sweet and heavenly is the sight
When those who love the Lord,
In one another's peace unite
And so fulfill His word.
'-'When each can feel his brother's sigh,
And with him bear a part,
When sorrows flow from eye to eye,
And joy from heart to heart.
"Love is the golden chain that binds
The happy souls above;
And he's an heir to heaven who finds
His bosom glow with love.

Christians stay home from prayer
meeting.
It's easier to keep still when they
are talking against Christian thlngs
in the office; so Christians keep
still.

It'. easy to drop a dollar in the
offering plate, but it is hard to
tithe; so we don't tithe.
It'. easy to sit In a class and enjoy the lesson; but 11ard to be a
teacher, so we "sit and soak."
It'. hard to win 80uIsfor 01rIat;
so we don't win them.

CHRISTIAN AND THE EASY
THINGS
Christians are doinc tile eMY
things. It's easy to go to ch.urc:h
Sunday morning. Aft.er all, what
else is there ,to do? Everything's
closedup.
Of course some find j.t hard to
be inchuroh from 9:30 until noon
so they come to Sunday SChool
and 1!hengo home; or they come
to worship and are not in Sunday
School. It's hard to go to church
Sunday N.ight because ,there is so
much else -going on. So a lot of
Christians are not in church Sunday Night.

It's easy to read a few lines
from the Bible; but it's hard to dig
in and study; so many don't study
the Bible.

It'. essy to say your prayers, but
it's hard to pray. So many Christians don't pray.
It's not easy to go to church alter
a long day's work. It's so much
easier to relax at home. So many

It's bard to fill a plaee of lead-

ership; so we let someone else do
it.
It'. hard to visit regularly; so we
don't visit.
Christians are doing the easy
things - that's the trouble. And
all the time a voice is -saying to
us, ''Take up thy cross and follow
me!" When we MOOSe comfort in-

stead of the cross we forfeit the
crown.

_____.c:~_---COLERIDGE'S GARDEN
The poet, Coleridge, was once visited by a
skeptic named Thelwell. Thelwell insisted that
children should not be taught about God. He
said that their minds should be left free from
all prejudices.
He wanted their minds to grow
naturally.
Coleridge had a garden but he loved to study
his books much more than to dig in the garden.
So it had become a mass of weeds. Thelwell was
fond of gardeniDg and he said: •'I wonder, Mr.
Coleridge, that your garden is in such a state.
Why don't you weed it and plant flowers?" Oh.
replied Coleridge,
"I want my garden to grow
naturally.
1 want it to be free from all prejudices."
-NEWS AND TRUTHS

