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THE DECREES OF GOD
By DR. C. D. COLE

Bymination
THE decrees
God to
is future
meant events.
His purpose
or deterwith of
regard
It means
that
things come to pass according to a Divine purpose rather
than by a fixed natural law or blind fate or capricious
chance. To deny the decrees or foreordination of God is
praotical'ly to dethrone Him. It puts Him on the sidelines
as an interested but helpless spectator to what is going on.
"A universe without decrees would be as irrational
and appalling as would be an express train driving on in
the darkness without headlight or engineer, and with no
certainty that the next moment it might not plunge into
the abyss" (A. J. Gordon).
"Plan and purpose as we may, the plans and purposes
will turn only to the final end which God has predetermined" (Henry).
"We give thanks to God for blessings which come to us
through the free actions of others, but if God has not purposed these blessings, we owe than'ks to others and not to
God" (A. H. Strong).
"The Scriptures make mention of the decrees of God
in many passages and under a variety of terms. The word
'decree' is found in Psalm 2: 7. In IEph. 3: 11 we read of
His "eternal purpose'; in Acts 2: 23 of His 'predetertninate
counsel and foreknowledge'; in Eph. 1: 9 of His 'good
pleasure'. God's decrees are called His 'counsel' to signify
they are consummately wise. They are called God's 'will'
to show He was under no control, but acted aC(:ording to
His own pleasure. When a man's will is the rule of his
conduct, it is usuaBy capricious and unreasonable; but
wisdom is always associated with 'will' in the Divine proceedings, and accordingly, 'God's decrees are said to be
the 'counsel of His own will'" (A. W. Pink).
."Victor Hugo, recognizing the over-ruling divine hand,
said, 'Waterloo was God'. God in the exercise of His
infinite wisdom and ]JOWersopersonaHy diretts and controls the free actions of men as :to determine all things in
accordance with His eternal purpose" (E. H. Bancroft).
Positive and Permissive Decrees
All things were not decreed in the same sense. Sinful
actions of men were not decreed in the same sense as were
righteous acts. God is the effi<cientcause of all that is
good, while evillis only permitted and directed and overruled for His glory. The sinful acts of men which God
decreed permissively will certainly 'be done, but in doing

them men are g-iving expreSSIOnto theIr own inherent
depravity. "Sure'ly the wrath of man shaH praise Thee; the
remainder of wrath shailt Thou restrain" (Psa. 76: 10).
The good deeds of men are decreed efficiently, which
means that God works in them "both to will and to do
of His good pleasure" ('Phil. 2: 13) .
"Careless seems the great avenger;
History's pages but record
anI" death grapple in the darkness,
Twixt old systems and the Word.
Tmth forever on the scaffold;
Wron~ forever on the throne;
But that scaffold sways the Future;
And, behind the dim unknown
Standeth God within the shadow,
Keeping watch ahove His own."
-LoWELL
God's Secret and Revealed Will
The decrees of God belong to His secret will; the commands of God belong to His revealed will. "The secret
things belong unto the Lord our God; but those things
which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for
ever, that we may do all the works of this Jaw" (Deut.
29: 29). God's· secret wrll is the rule of His actions; His
revealed will is the mle of our aotions. God's secret will
embraces all things; His revealed will embraces all we
ought to do. The secret will of God is His program,
according to which all things come to pass; His revealed
wiH gives us our program according to which we are to
work.
The decrees of God are not addressed to men, and have
nothing to do with human responsibility. It may be that
God has decreed a poor crop year, but that is no reason
for failure to plant and to cultivate. God may have decreed a famine, but that does not justify idleness. God
may have decreed the dea1)h of the writer this year, but
that does not keep him from regarding the laws of health
and safety. God decreed the death of His Son, but that
did not make it the duty of men to crucify Him.
God's Decrees and Free Agency
God's decrees determine the free actions df men; that is,
the decree makes their actions certain but not a necessity.
God's decrees are not executed by compelling man's will,

theretore they are not inconsistent with man's freedom.
Heroo, Pilate, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel "Were
g-athered to'ge~her. For to do whatsoever Thy hand and
Thy counsel determined before to be done" (Acts 4: 27, 28) .
God's decree made the death of Chris't certain, but it laid
no ne;cessity upon any man. None of the men were compelled to do the foul deed. In crucifying the Lord of glory
they were giving- free ex:pression to their thoughts and feelings toward Him. They were fulfilling- the Scriptures
and executing God's eternal purpose without knowing it,
"for had they known it, they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory" (1 Cor. 2 :8).
God's Decrees
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BLESS THE LORD

12/29/74

By Abraham

Are Eternal

If God has any purpose con1cerning the happenings of
the universe it must, of necessity, be eternal. To deny this
is to suppose some unforeseen event that made it necessary
for God to change His purpose. AH of God's purposes
were formed in wisdom, and since He has power to execute
them, there is no reason for any change. "Known unto
God are all His works from the beginning- df the world"
(Acts 15: 18). "Remember the former things of old: for
I am God, and there is none else; I am God and there is
none like Me, declaring the end from the beg-inning-, and
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, S'ayin~.
My counsel shall stand, and 'I wiH do all 'My pleasure"
(Isa. 46:9, 10).
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WOUNDED FOR ME
By Bobby Lakes
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By Bobby

Aldrigde
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MAN OF VISIONS
By Del Mayfield

06/04/78

WHY BE MISSIONARY?

of the Doctrine

It magnifies God in His wisdom, power and soverei~ty.
It puts Him on the throne where He should be and IS ever. and always. There are no crises with God, no perplexing problems to ponder. no forces beyond His control.
He moves with majestic step toward the consummation' of
His eternal purpose in Christ to the praise of His glorv.
The believer is humbled at the sight of such a great
God, and his soul is bowed in adoring wonder and worship.
It will save the believer from undue familiarity with God
in prayer and other acts of devotion.' Some men pray as
if God were on their level ;to them He m not the August
Being the Scriptures represent Him to be. Much of the
poetry and other literature coming out df the war is ~
irreverent and merely represents God as a soIt of comrade
in arms. But the ScriptUres say that ''God is greatly tc?,be
feared
the saints,
and to (Psa.
be bad89:7).
in reverence in
of the
all assembly
them thatof are
about Him"
'''This doctrine is one of those advanced teachings of
Scripture which requires for its understanding
a mature
mind and a deep experience. The beginner in the Christian
life may not see its value or even its tmth,.but
with increasing years it wi'll become a staff to lean upon. In times
of affliction, oIbliquy, and persecution,
the church has
found in the decrees of God and in the prOphecies in which
these decrees are published, her strong consolation.
It .is
only upon the basis of the decrees that we can believe
that ~l things work together for good' (Rom. 8:28) or
pray 'Thy will 'be done'"
(Matt. 6: lO)-A. H. Strong.
-Chapter
IV in Definitions of Doctrines, Volume I,
available at- .
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CHURCH IN CALIFORNIA
The Grace
California
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Baptist
Church
in Ontario,
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Bro.
Don Davis

as tlleir
pastor
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help
to
no other

Bro.
close

support
church

he has accepted.
small
and needs
Davis.
There
to them and

is needed
greatly.
PLEASE CONSIDER
HELPING THEM TO SUPPORT THEIR PASTOR.
Bro.
Clyde
Handcock
was their
pastor.
Bro.
Davis
is a good man and
in the faith.

• In redemption God shows us His
loving heart; in providence. His
mighty hand.
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