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THE BIBLICAL CONCEPTION OF SIN
BY: C. D. COLE

'The thought offoolishness is sin ... ,"
Proverbs 24:9.

"...For whatsoever is not offaith is sin,"
Romans 14:23.

"All unrighteousness is sin ... ,"
I John 5:17.

••...Sin is the transgression of the law,"
I John 3:4.

Introduction: What is sin? The

answer to this question is not to be found
in human philosophy, but in divine reve­
lation. In the eyes of men what is looked
upon by one person as sinful may be re­
garded by another as entirely proper. It
is not what we think or feel that deter­

mines what sin is. My feeling or think­
ing that a thing is right does not make it
right. The only rule by which creed or
conduct is to be tried is the Word of Him

who cannot lie. In the eyes of men
things that once were considered sinful
are now looked upon as good, and pro­
per. It was once thought that it was
wrong for women to wear knee dresses,
but now it is perfectly proper in the eyes
of the best society. But God's Word cen­
turies ago said "... that women adorn

themselves in modest apparel, with
shamefacedness and sobriety ... ," I Timo­
thy 2:9. Men's conception of sin is that
it is a series of pervert acts such as get­
ting drunk, or stealing, or lying or kill­
ing, but the definitions of sin found in
the Bible go much deeper than that. A
woman once limited the number of sin­

ners to young boys in their foolish days.
And that is the popular conception today.

There are three words in the Bible,

which when put together, give us a full
definition of sin. There is a word which

means to miss the mark, and nearly 200
times it is translated sin in our English
Bible. Man has missed the mark; he has

missed the purpose of his being. Man
was created for the glory of his Maker,
but "all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God," Romans 3:23. Like a
clock that fails to tell the time of day,
man has failed to fulfill the purpose for
which he was created. We are all miser­

able failures; we have failed in the big­
gest business; we have failed to glorify
God. We have missed the mark.

There is another word which means

to turn aside from a straight path and not
walk according to it. This conception of
sin where God complains that Israel like
a deceitful child had turned aside; "For

he established a testimony in Jacob, and
appointed a law in Israel, which he com­
manded our fathers, that they should
make them known to their children:

That the generation to come might know
them, even the children which should be
born; who should arise and declare them

to their children: That the generation to
come might know them, even the chil­
dren which should be born; who should
arise and declare them to their children:

That they might set their hope in God,
and not forget the works of God, but
keep his commandments," Psalm 78:5-7.

"All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own
way ... ," Isaiah 53:6.

There is another word which is

translated transgression, and means to
cross the line, and do that which God
tells us not to do. 'Whosoever commit­

teth sin transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the law:' I
John 3:4.

WHO ARE SINNERS?
This question, like all others, must

be answered according to God's word.
Feelings, conscience, friends, nor ene­
mies can give the true answer. God's
word says "all have sinned." The case of
every one of us has already been tried in
God's court and the verdict of guilt has
been brought in. God has written upon
the brow of everyone of us the name
"sinner." You may not feel like a sinner
but that does not alter the fact that you
are one. Yon may not be conscious that
there is much the matter with you but
that does not change the fact that you are
in a terrible condition, and your feelings
will not keep you from suffering the tor­
ments of the damned.

WHY ARE WE SINNERS?
Why do we belong to a race of sin­

ners rather than a race of good people?
'Wherefore, as by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men,for that all
have sinned: (For until the law sin was

in the world: but sin is not imputed
when there is no law.

(Continued on page 3)




