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DIVINE PROVIDENCE

Psalm 97:1: “The LORD reigneth;
let the earth rejoice; let the multitude
of isles be glad thereof.”

Is anybody running this world? Do
things happen by chance or by a fixed
law of nature or by a cold impersonal
fate, or is there a personal intelligence
at the helm of the universe: If the world
is run by a person who is the person? Is
it Satan, or is it run by a group of
dictators and human kings? Christian
people who study and think believe the
universe is ruled by God, who is their
heavenly Father. They speak of
providence which means that the Lord
reigns. The world has a Creator and
Controller and Director.

If He who created the world is not
running it, why isn’t He? It must either
be because He has lost interest in it, or
has lost control over it. The thinking
men will have to admit that God is
running the universe, or else that He has
lost interest in it or has lost control over
it.

Providence has been defined as
God’s attention concentrated
everywhere. Man is finite and has such
limitations that he can only concentrate
his attention on one thing and in one
place, but God is infinite in space and
power so that He can concentrate on
everything and in every place. His care
and control over His creation is
microscopic as well as telescopic.

Men manufacture articles and lose
control over them. A man may be killed
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in the airplane he makes. He may be
poisoned by a medicine he compounds.
A mother may be disgraced by the
daughter or son she rears. But God is in
no danger from His creation. He cannot
be disgraced by His creatures, but all
who oppose Him will one day find
themselves in disgrace and danger.

Providence is mysterious.
Everything seems to be in disorder and
confusion. As we look at the world we
see conflict and

good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his
purpose.” This would not be precious
if He is not in control.
“The world is wide in time
and tide, and God is guide;
Then do not hurry.
The man is blest who does his best
and leaves the rest;
Then do not worry.”
Providence is minute. It covers
little things as well as

there seems to be

great things. I read the

no plan or order; s . story that Gabriel, who
disorder is Providenceis a waits to do God’s
everywhere to be comforting thought. bidding, was sent to
seen. Nobody I’d rather have God, earth to do two things.
seems to be in my Heavenly Father, One was to prevent
control. rule this world than King Solomon from
There seems anvbody elsc. the sin of forgetting

to be no order in

the hour of prayer in

the movement of
bees to and from
the hive, but examine the honey and you
will see plan and arrangement and
order. And just as bees gather their
stores of sweets against a time of need,
but are colonized by man’s superior
intelligence for his own purposes, so
men plan and yet are overruled by
Infinite Wisdom; by God, for His own
glory.

Providence is a comforting thought.
I'd rather have God, my Heavenly
Father, rule this world than anybody
else. I am glad that everything is under
His control. Romans 8:28: “And we
know that all things work together for

exultation over his fine
horses; the other was
to help a little ant on the slope of
Ararat, which had grown weary in
getting his food and was about to perish
in the rain.

God is interested in the hairs of our
head and in the little sparrow. A
preacher once said to his congregation
that some of them did not even think
their heads were numbered.

We have no trouble in seeing that
God is in control of the good; we see
His reign in the church where the
members are interested in His service
and live for His glory. We can see
God’s reign in the Christian home






