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Acts 15:1-19, “And certain men
which came down from Judaea
taught the brethren, and said, Ex-
cept ye be circumcised after the
manner of Moses, ye cannot be
saved. When therefore Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension
and disputation with them, they de-
termined that Paul and Barnabas,
and certain other of them, should
go up to Jerusalem unto the apos-
tles and elders about this question.
And being brought on their way by
the church, they passed through
Phenice and Samaria, declaring the
conversion of the Gentiles: and
they caused great joy unto all the
brethren. And when they were
come to Jerusalem, they were re-
ceived of the church, and of the
apostles and elders, and they de-
clared all things that God had done
with them. But there rose up cer-
tain of the sect of the Pharisees
which believed, saying, That it was
needful to circumcise them, and to
command them to keep the law of
Moses. And the apostles and elders
came together for to consider of
this matter. And when there had
been much disputing, Peter rose up,
and said unto them, Men and Breth-
ren, ye know how that a good while
ago God made choice among us,
that the Gentiles by my mouth
should hear the word of the gospel,
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and believe. And God, which
knoweth the hearts, bare them wit-
ness giving them the Holy Ghost,
even as he did unto us; And put no
difference between us and them,

purifying their hearts by faith. Now

therefore why tempt ye God, to put
a yoke upon the neck of the disci-
ples, which neither our fathers nor
we were able to bear? But we be-
lieve that through the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ we shall be
saved, even as they. Then all the
multitude kept si-
lence, and gave audi-
ence to Barnabas
and Paul, declaring
what miracles and
wonders God had
wrought among the
Gentiles by them.
And after they had held their peace,
James answered, saying, Men and
brethren, hearken unto me: Simeon
hath declared how God at the first
did visit the Gentiles, to take out of
them a people for his name. And to
this agree the words of the proph-
ets; as it is written, After this | will
return, and will build again the tab-
ernacle of David, which is fallen
down; and | will build again the
ruins thereof, and I will set it up:
That the residue of men might seek
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles,
upon whom my name is called,
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saith the Lord, who doeth all these
things. Known unto God are all his
works from the beginning of the
world. Wherefore my sentence is,
that we trouble not them, which
from among the Gentiles are turned
to God.”

| want to speak to you on the old-
fashioned doctrine of conversion.
It is old-fashioned because much of
modern Christianity does not re-
quire Bible conversion. A girl was
talking about being bap-
tized and joining the
church, and when she was
asked about when she was
saved, she was embar-
rassed; she said she just
joined the church last
Sunday. She could not
distinguish between con-
version and joining the church. But
joining the church is not conver-
sion. One may join the church with-
out being converted.

WHAT IS CONVERSION?

The noun conversion means the
act or state of being converted. The
verb convert means to turn, or to
change. The word has a wide range
of uses. From one position or di-
rection to another; To turn from one
view or course to another; To turn
or change from one state, character,
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or form to another, as in converting
water into ice. So to convert is to
turn or change one thing into an-
other. In its moral and religious use
it means a change in the ruling dis-
position of the soul. This includes
a change in belief, a change in feel-
ing, and a change of purpose. Con-
version in the sense of salvation is a
change of attitude towards God
with respect to sin and to Christ. It
is an inward and vital change; a
revolution in thought and act.

There is an initial, once for all,
conversion which results in salva-
tion. In Acts 15 we are told that
when Paul and Barnabas went from
Antioch to Jerusalem to discuss the
way of salvation that they passed
through Phenice and Samaria, de-
claring the conversion of the Gen-
tiles. That is, they told in these
places how the Gentiles in Antioch
and other places had been con-
verted to faith in Christ. And when
they got to Jerusalem they went be-
fore the church and told all things
God had done with them; they told
how God had used them in the con-
version of the Gentiles.

The initial conversion in salva-
tion may be followed by many sub-
sequent conversions. In predicting
Peter’s fall and restoration, Christ
said, Luke 22:32, “But | have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail
not: and when thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren.”” There
was hope for Peter in these words;
“when thou art converted.”” The
clear implication was that he would
be converted; that he would not re-
main a denier of Christ. And he did
not. His life ended in bold confes-
sion, and he died as a martyr to the
Christ he once denied. If one has
been converted from his lost estate
as an unbeliever, he will be experi-

encing many conversions from par-
ticular sins and errors in which he
will be involved. As we grow in
grace we will be converted from
many sins and failures. One gets
into grace as a babe or infant, but
by feeding on the word of God, he
will “grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ...,” Il Peter 3:18.

POWER OF CONVERSION

Conversion in every realm of
change requires outside power. If
water is converted into ice there
must be freezing weather or an ice-
making machine. If ice is con-
verted into water, there must be the
outside heat of the sun or other
heating agency.

In moral conversion there is the
power of God. No sinner has the
inherent power to change himself
from a sinner into a saint; from the
nature of unbelief; the nature of en-
mity to God; to faith and love for
God. The sinner has power to join a
church but he has no power to
change his nature. You may make
the church attractive to a lost man
without changing his nature, but
you can’t make the gospel attractive
to him without changing his nature.
Spurgeon: “We need to be turned
from our sins, but only God can
turn us; God the Saviour must put
His hand to work. To turn the heart
to God is as difficult as to make the
world revolve on its axis.”

Psalm 80:3, 7, 19, “Turn us
again, O God, and cause thy face to
shine; and we shall be saved...Turn
us again, O God of hosts, and cause
thy face to shine; and we shall be
saved...Turn us again, O LORD
God of hosts, cause thy face to
shine; and we shall be saved.”
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Psalm 85:4, “Turn us, O God of our
salvation, and cause thine anger
toward us to cease.”

This work of God is called by
several names:

It is called regeneration or the
new birth. John 3:3-7, “Jesus an-
swered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, | say unto thee, Except a
man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God. Nicodemus
saith unto him, How can a man be
born when he is old? Can he enter
the second time into his mother’s
womb, and be born? Jesus an-
swered, Verily, verily, | say unto
thee, Except a man be born of wa-
ter and of the Spirit, he cannot en-
ter into the kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. Marvel not that I said
unto thee, Ye must be born again.”
John 1:12, 13, “But as many as re-
ceived him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name:
Which were born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God.”

It is called guickening or making
alive. Ephesians 2:1, “And you
hath he quickened, who were dead
in trespasses and sins.” Acts 11:21
“And the hand of the Lord was with
them: and a great number be-
lieved, and turned unto the Lord.”
John 6:63, “It is the spirit that
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth noth-
ing: the words that | speak unto
you, they are spirit, and they are
life.”

It is called a spiritual translation.
Colossians 1:13, “Who hath deliv-
ered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son.”
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It is called a new creation. Il Co-
rinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become
new.” Ephesians 2:10, “For we
are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them.”” Be-
fore there can be any good works
God must create somebody capable
of good works. Romans 8:7-8,
“Because the carnal mind is enmity
against God: for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can
be. So then they that are in the
flesh cannot please God.” The
flesh profiteth nothing it is the
Spirit that quickeneth.

HUMAN AGENT

In converting sinners to faith in
Christ, God uses the human agent.
Acts 26:18, ““To open their eyes,
and to turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan
unto God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by
faith that is in me.” In his defense
before Agrippa, Paul told how he
had preached to Jews and Gentiles.
Acts 26:20, “But shewed first unto
them of Damascus, and at Jerusa-
lem, and throughout all the coasts
of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles,
that they should repent and turn to
God, and do works meet for repen-
tance.”

We may not be able to harmonize
the sinner’s duty to turn to God
through Christ with the fact of his
inability to turn to God. But the
Scriptures teach both and I must
teach both. John 6:44, “No man
can come to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him...”

EXPERIENCE AND ACTIVITY

The human experience and activ-
ity in conversion. In conversion the
sinner does something; he turns in
his heart from sin to Christ. In con-
version the sinner repents of sin and
trusts Christ. He takes sin seriously
and takes Christ gladly. He recog-
nizes sin as dangerous and looks to
Christ for deliverance. In conver-
sion sin is bitter and Christ is pre-
cious. | Peter 2:7, ““Unto you there-
fore which believe he is precious...”
In conversion the sinner loses all
hope in self and finds hope in
Christ. In conversion the sinner
comes to have the right attitude to-
wards two persons: himself and
Christ. He sees himself as a help-
less sinner and Christ as a mighty
Saviour. Have you had this experi-
ence? And this is a permanent and
growing experience. | have been a
Christian many years. | am still
only a sinner in my own eyes and
Christ is my Saviour; my one and
only hope for eternal blessings.

Conversion is the human side or
aspect of that spiritual change
wrought in us in regeneration. The
Scriptures recognize the voluntary
activity of the human soul in this
change as distinctly as they recog-
nize the causative agency of the
Holy Spirit.

TROPHIES

Some of the trophies of redeem-
ing grace. What we are talking
about is not some abstract idea that
vanishes into thin air. There are
many examples in the Bible and out
of it of what the power of God can
do in a human life. Paul said in |
Corinthians 15:10, “But by the
grace of God | am what I am...”
Paul was converted from a self-
righteous Pharisee to a humble be-
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liever in Christ. Acts 9:4-6, “And
he fell to the earth, and heard a
voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou me? And he
said, Who art thou, Lord? And the
Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to
kick against the pricks. And he
trembling and astonished said,
Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?” He had an experience in
which he turned from his own
righteousness and labeled it as dung
or refuse, that he might win Christ
and be found in Him. Philippians
3:7-9, “But what things were gain
to me, those I counted loss for
Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count
all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord: for whom I have suffered
the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, that | may win
Christ, And be found in him, not
having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which
is through the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by
faith.”

John Bradford (martyred in the
reign of Bloody Mary): “But for
the grace of God, there goes John
Bradford.”
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CDs of Pastor Gormley and
Assistant Pastor Waltermire’s
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$1.50 each, shipping in-
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Waiting DW
The New Birth AG

Who's On Lord’s Side?

The End of the MatterAG
Unjust Steward Parable AG

Abiding in Vine DW
Two Families AG
Man God Buried AG
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Books by C. D. Cole
Definitions of Doctrine
Volumes |, II, or IlI 5.00
Lectures in Biblical Theology-N.T. 4.50
Doctrine Of Election 1.75
Pocket-size .50
Heavenly Hope 1.00
Divine Order of the Sexes .75
Eternal Punishment 1.25
Books by H. Boyce Taylor
Studies in Genesis 6.00
Studies in Romans 3.50
Bible Briefs Against Hurtful Heresies 1.75
Acts of the Apostles 3.50
Studies in the Parables 1.25
Why Be A Baptist? 3.75
Women’s Work in Baptist Churches .75
Questions and Answers 2.00
Books by Rosco Brong
Christ’s Church and Baptism 1.75
Following Holiness 1.50
Better Than The Angels 5.00
Love Builds Up 4.00
Books by Mark W. Fenison
Baptist Women Exalted 3.00
Once Delivered 1.25
Sunday-The 4th Commandment 1.75
Why Infant Baptist is Wrong 1.25
The Great Commission Credentials 4.50
Books by Al Gormley
We See Not Our Signs .75
Why Baptists Believe and
Practice Closed Communion .75
Was Jesus A Child At Conception? 75
God’s Timetable 4.00
Blood—Fruit of the Vine 1.25
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Alfred M. Gormley, Pastor
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday School—10 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship—é6 p.m.

Sunday Morning Worship—I1 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer Service—7 p.m.

Sunday Morning Devotion— 9:45 a.m.

Each Over5
Books by Joel Saripalli
Face To Face With Paganism 1.75 1.50
Infallible Proofs: Local Church 2.25 2.00
Books by J. M. Carroll
The Trail of Blood (English 1.75 1.50
The Trail of Blood (Spanish) 1.75 1.50
The Eternal Safety/Security of
All Blood Bought Believers 1.50 1.25
Other books
Courtship of Jesus — M. W. Hall 6.00 5.00
Evangelism 101 — Matt Waymeyer  1.00 75
Fully After The Lord — Steve Flinchum 6.00 5.00
Rethinking Baptist Doctrine
—Various Authors 5.00 4.00
Resetting An Old Landmark
—Tom Ross 2.50 2.00
Studies in Types — J. A. Schmidt 2.50 2.00
24 Varied Sermons
— C. D. Cole/A. Gormley 2.00 1.50
Who Are The Baptists?
— Curtis Whaley 1.75 1.50
The Biblical and Historical Significance
of the Beard — Jesse Powell 1.50 1.25
BSBC: Our History/Heritage
— Various Authors 5.00 4.00
God’s Astounding Grace
— D. Scott Meadows 1.75 1.50
The Revelation - Gerald Smith 5.00 4.00
An Examination of the Chemistry
of the Blood — ]. C. Settlemoir 1.25 1.00
Hell, Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, Tartarus
—Author Unknown 1.25 1.00
Denominationalism Put To The Test
—S. E. Tull 1.75 1.50
The Greatest Time Prophecy in the Bible
— Charles Halff 1.25 1.00
Roman Catholicism—Laurence Justice 4.00 3.00
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