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27TH ANNUAL MISSION BIBLE CONFERENCE - October 27-29-2008
It seems that the years fly by! Once again the Bryan Station Baptist Church welcomed our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ from all over to join with us in worship and fellowship. And what a time we had! Many have told
us that it was one of the best conferences they have attended. We were fed God’s word (and some delicious
food from the church kitchen!). Thanks be to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for blessing us with such sweet
fellowship! We look forward to next year’s conference - October 26-28, 2009. Mark your calendars now and
plan to be with us!
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

[ John 1:1-10 "That which was
from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and
our hands have handled, of the Word
of life: (For the life was manifested,
and we have seen it, and bear witness,
and shew unto you that eternal life,
which was with the Father, and was
manifested unto us;) That which we
have seen and heard declare we unto
you, that ye also may have fellowship
with us: and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with his Son Je-
sus Christ. And these things write we
unto you, that your joy may be full.
This then is the message which we
have heard of him, and declare unto
you, that God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all. If we say that we have
fellowship with him, and walk in dark-
ness, we lie, and do not the truth: But
if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with an-
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If
we say that we have no sin, we de-
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not is
us. If we confess our sins, he is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. If we say that we have not
sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us."

SOME CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE EPISTLE

It is simple and yet profound. It
abounds in monosyllables: such words
as light, love, truth, life, death, God,
Christ, etc. These are common words
of one syllable and yet their full
meaning is beyond human understand-
ing. Take the word “light” - what is
it? Science cannot explain what light
is. The Bible tells us that God is light;
that He is love, and that He is Spirit,
and all three descriptions of God are

By: C. D. Cole

beyond finite minds.

It is an epistle of contrasts. John
sets one thing over against another in
the same sentence; for example: love
and hate, light and darkness, life and
death, truth and falsehood, flesh and
spirit, sin and righteousness, children
of God and children of the wicked
one, Christ and Satan.

It is marked by sublime positive-
ness. John seems to take delight in
saying, "We know." IJohn 2:3, 5, 18;
"And hereby we do know that we know
him, if we keep his command-
ments...But whoso keepeth his word,
in him verily is the love of God per-
fected: hereby know we that we are in
him...Little children, it is the last time:
and as ye have heard that antichrist
shall come, even now are there many
antichrists,; whereby we know that it is
the last time." 1John 3:2, 14, 19, 24;
"Beloved, now are we the sons of God,
and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is... We know
that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren. He
that loveth not his brother abideth in
death...And hereby we know that we
are of the truth, and shall assure our
hearts before him...And he that
keepeth his commandments dwelleth
in him, and he in him. And hereby we
know that he abideth in us, by the
Spirit which he hath given us." 1John
4:6, 13; "We are of God: he that
knoweth God heareth us; he that is
not of God heareth not us. Hereby
know we the spirit of truth, and the
spirit of error...Hereby know we that
we dwell in him, and he in us, because
he hath given us of his Spirit." 1John
5:2, 15,18, 19, 20. "By this we know
that we love the children of God, when
we love God, and keep his command-
ments...And if we know that he hear

us, whatsoever we ask, we know that
we have the petitions that we desire of
him...We know that whosoever is born
of God sinneth not, but he that is be-
gotten of God keepeth himself, and
that wicked one toucheth him not.
And we know that we are of God, and
the whole world lieth in wickedness.
And we know that the Son of God is
come, and hath given us an under-
standing, that we may know him that
is true, and we are in him that is true,
even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is
the true God, and eternal life."

John had no doubt about his au-
thority and knowledge which was
based upon his personal experience
with Christ. What John knew came
from Christ, Whom he had heard,
Whom he had seen, and Whom he had
touched.

Common and popular expressions
we hear today are such as, "I am not
sure," "I guess it is so," "I suppose
s0," or "l hope so." It reminds us a
Xenophanes, who said, "And no man
knows distinctly anything, And no
man ever will." And Byron, who said,
"Well didst thou speak, Athena's wis-
est son. All that we know is, nothing
can be known."

But in matters of religion we can
be positive because we have an infalli-
ble Bible. When we believe what the
Bible says, we can well afford to say,
"We know."

The trouble with Robert G. Inger-
soll was not that he was an atheist,
that is, one who denies the existence
of God. He resented being called an
atheist. He was an agnostic, that is,
one who does not know. He did not
say there was no God, but that one
cannot know that there is a God. "I do
not know" was his sin. Apart from an
inerrant, and infallible revelation from
God, all of us would be agnostics. We
could not know anything about many
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things such as the origin and destiny
of things, heaven and hell, how to be
saved, etc. Our knowledge of the
most vital and eternal things is faith
knowledge. It does not come from
human reasoning or scientific investi-
gation, but from the Bible.

John is the only New Testament
writer who uses the word antichrist. 1
John 2:18: "...antichrist shall come..."”
2:22: "He is antichrist, that denieth
the Father and the Son." 4:3:
"...spirit of antichrist..." 11 John 2:7:
"For many deceivers are entered into
the world, who confess not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh. This is a
deceiver and an antichrist.” In these
verses John says there were many an-
tichrists in his day. He describes an
antichrist as anyone who denies the
Father and the Son, and who does not
confess that Jesus Christ is come in
the flesh.

THE THEME OF
THE EPISTLE

This brings us to the theme of the
epistle, which is the living Christ
through Whom we have fellowship
with the Father and with one another.
The key word in I John 1:3 is "fellow-
ship."

In the first three verses we have
Christ set forth,

As the Word of life. A word is a
means of communication and revela-
tion. By words our thoughts are com-
municated and our character is re-
vealed. So God communicates His
thoughts to us and reveals what He is
through His Son, Jesus Christ. John
1:1, "In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God."

As pre-existent in eternity. Christ
was in the beginning because He was
without beginning. John 1:2, 3, "The
same was in the beginning with God.
All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made
that was made."

As manifested in time. The Word
of life became incarnate in human

flesh so that He could be heard and
seen and touched. Galatians 4:4, "But
when the fulness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman..." Matthew 1:20-21, "...fear
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife:
for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins.” Luke 2:46-
47, "And it came to pass, that after
three days they found him in the tem-
ple, sitting in the midst of the doctors,
both hearing them, and asking them
questions. And all that heard him
were astonished at his understanding
and answers." This was before his
personal ministry.

As known by personal experience.
John's evidence was that of an eye-
witness. He could say that he had
heard with his ears, he had seen with
his eyes, and he had handled with his
own hands this human person who
was the word of life. John was known
as the disciple whom Jesus loved.
John 13:23, "Now there was leaning
on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples,
whom Jesus loved.” John 19:26-27,
"When Jesus therefore saw his
mother, and the disciple standing by,
whom he loved, he saith unto his
mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then
saith he to the disciple, Behold thy
mother! And from that hour that dis-
ciple took her unto his own home."
John 21:7, "Therefore that disciple
whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It
is the Lord..." John was very close to
Jesus, he was on the mount of trans-
figuration. Matthew 17:1-2, "And af-
ter six days Jesus taketh Peter, James,
and John his brother, and bringeth
them up into an high mountain apart,
And was transfigured before them:
and his face did shine as the sun, and
his raiment was white as the light."

As authoritatively declared. John
preached and wrote about the Word of
life that became incarnate in human
flesh. John 21:20, 24, "Then Peter,
turning about, seeth the disciple whom
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Jesus loved following: which also
leaned on his breast at supper...This is
the disciple which testifieth of these
things: and we know that his testi-
mony is true.” Revelation 1:1-2, “The
Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave unto him, to shew unto his ser-
vants things which must shortly come
to pass, and he sent and signified it by
his angel unto his servant John: Who
bare record of the word of God, and
of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and
of all things that he saw."

THE PURPOSE OF
THE EPISTLE

John writes so that his readers
might have fellowship with the Father
and with the Son and with fellow-
believers. Fellowship means partner-
ship. It is the common possession of
an experience. John writes that others
might share with him what he knows
about Christ.

John wrote to counteract heresy
on two particular points: the person
of Christ and the sinfulness of man.

The error about the person of
Christ became known as Gnosticism.
The Gnostic claimed to have spiritual
knowledge.

Concerning the person of Christ, it
denied the incarnation that Christ
came in the flesh. Jesus was not the
Christ but the son of Joseph and Mary.
The Christ came upon Jesus at His
baptism and left Him at the cross so
that Jesus and not the Christ suffered.
This error John wrote to combat. He
says the spirit that does not confess
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is
not of God.

Concerning the sinfulness of man,
the Gnostic heresy took two direc-
tions. The heresy was based upon
belief that matter was necessarily and
inherently evil. This led to Antinomi-
anism on the one hand and to the
claim of sinless perfection on the
other. These two forms of heresy are
existing today.
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MISSION BIBLE CONFER-
ENCE
RCDs - $1.50 each $15
RSet of 16 CDs - RDVDs - $1.50 each
Suggested donation includes postage!

R4089-Lonnie Bennett: Will We Keep the
Faith?

R4090-Forrest Keener: Covetousness, Leukemia
of Soul

R4091-George Kelley: Potter and the Clay
R4092-Wilbert Ellis: First Things First
R4093-Joe Collins: An Invitation to Pray
R4094-Floyd Koenig: Why Christians Suffer
R4095-Garner Smith: God or Government

R4096-Brent Spears: For Such A Time As
This

R4097-Tom Ross: What Characterizes Genuine
Work

R4098-Scott Guiley: Trustin the Lord

R4099-James Duvall: Jesus’ Teaching,
Evangelism

AUDIO, VIDEO, AND PRINTING MINISTRIES

PUBLICATIONS:

Each Over5
Books by C. D. Cole
Definitions of Doctrine
Volumes |, II, or Il 5.00 4.00
Lectures in Biblical Theology-N.T. 4.50 3.50
Doctrine Of Election 1.75 1.50
Pocket-size .50 .50
Heavenly Hope 1.00 75
Divine Order of the Sexes .75 .50
Eternal Punishment 1.25 1.00
Books by H. Boyce Taylor
Studies in Genesis 6.00 5.00
Studies in Romans 3.50 2.50
Bible Briefs Against Hurtful Heresies 1.75 1.50
Acts of the Apostles 3.50 2.50
Studies in the Parables 1.25 1.00
Why Be A Baptist? 3.75 2.75
Women’s Work in Baptist Churches .75 .50
Questions and Answers 2.00 1.75
Books by Rosco Brong
Christ’s Church and Baptism 1.75 1.50
Following Holiness 1.50 1.25
Better Than The Angels 5.00 4.00
Love Builds Up 4.00 3.00
Books by Mark W. Fenison
Baptist Women Exalted 3.00 2.50
Once Delivered 1.25 1.00
Sunday-The 4th Commandment 1.75 1.50
Why Infant Baptist is Wrong 1.25 1.00
The Great Commission Credentials 4.50 3.50
Books by Al Gormley
We See Not Our Signs 75 .50
Why Baptists Believe and
Practice Closed Communion .75 .50
Wias Jesus A Child At Conception? 75 .50
God’s Timetable 4.00 3.00
Blood—Fruit of the Vine 1.25 1.00

BRYAN STATION BAPTIST CHURCH
3175 Briar Hill Road, Lexington, Kentucky 40516
Phone 859.299.9164

Web Site: www.bryanstation.com

Email: mail@bryanstation.com

Alfred M. Gormley, Pastor

Don Waltermire, Assistant Pastor

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:
Sunday Morning Devotion— 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School—10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship—I 1 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship—6 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service—7 p.m.

Books by Joel Saripalli
Face To Face With Paganism
Infallible Proofs: Local Church

Books by J. M. Carroll
The Trail of Blood (English
The Trail of Blood (Spanish)
The Eternal Safety/Security of
All Blood Bought Believers

Other books
Courtship of Jesus — M. W. Hall
Evangelism |01 — Matt Waymeyer

Fully After The Lord — Steve Flinchum

Rethinking Baptist Doctrine
—Various Authors
Resetting An Old Landmark
—Tom Ross
Studies in Types — J. A. Schmidt
24 Varied Sermons
— C. D. Cole/A. Gormley
Who Are The Baptists?
— Curtis Whaley
The Biblical and Historical Significance
of the Beard — Jesse Powell
BSBC: Our History/Heritage
— Various Authors
God’s Astounding Grace
— D. Scott Meadows
The Revelation - Gerald Smith
An Examination of the Chemistry
of the Blood — J. C. Settlemoir
Hell, Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, Tartarus
—Author Unknown
Denominationalism Put To The Test
—-S.E. Tull
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The Greatest Time Prophecy in the Bible

— Charles Halff

1.25

Roman Catholicism—Laurence Justice 4.00
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