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THE NATURE OF GOD

By: C. D. Cole

By nature we mean that peculiar property of the Divine Being.

character of being which makes one
kind of being differ from another
kind of being. Thus we speak of
the Divine nature, or of angelic na-
ture, or of human nature, or of brute
nature. That nature may be predi-
cated of God is suggested by Paul
talking to the Galatians before their
conversion when he says in Gala-
tians 4:8, "...when ye knew not God,
ve did service unto them which by
nature are no gods." This clearly
implies that one existed who was,
by nature, God. Peter speaks of the
Divine nature in II Peter 1:4,
"Whereby are given unto us exceed-
ing great and precious promises:
that by these ye might be partakers
of the divine nature..."

We start with the assumption
that God is a personal being, and
that he has a distinct nature, called
the Divine nature. He is both im-
manent and transcendent, that is,
He is both in and above His crea-
tion. There are three marks of per-
sonality: self-consciousness, self-
determination, and moral con-
sciousness. Besides personality
there are three other things which
apply to God's mode of being:

THE SPIRITUALITY OF GOD
The Divine nature is a spiritual
nature exclusively. Matter is not a

Argument:

He is the Creator of spirits, and
as a spirit being is the highest order
of being, He must have the nature
that belongs to that order.

The Scriptures ascribe spiritual-
ity to God. John 4:24, "God is a
Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in
truth.” Hebrews 12:9,
"Furthermore we have had fathers
of our flesh which corrected us, and
we gave them reverence: shall we
not much rather be in subjection
unto the Father of spirits, and
live?"

His spirituality may be argued
from His immensity and eternity
(infinity as to space and time).
Isaiah 40:12, "Who hath measured
the waters in the hollow of his
hand, and meted out heaven with
the span, and comprehended the
dust of the earth in a measure, and
weighed the mountains in scales,
and the hills in a balance?” Matter
is limited as to space and time, but
God is both omnipresent and eter-
nal. Deuteronomy 33:27, "The
eternal God is thy refuge, and un-
derneath are the everlasting
arms..."

His spirituality may be argued
from His independency and immu-

tability. That which is material can
be divided, added to, or diminished.
Matter is subject to change, but
God is the unchangeable One. He-
brews 6:17-18, "Where-in God,
willing more abundantly to shew
unto the heirs of promise the immu-
tability of his counsel, confirmed it
by an oath: That by two immutable
things, in which it was impossible

for God to lie..."

His spirituality may also be ar-
gued from His absolute perfection.
A material body imposes limita-
tions, and is not consistent with ab-
solute perfection. We use the word
perfection in a wider sense than
sinlessness. Christ, in His human
body, was sinless, but He had His
limitations. He was not everywhere
at the same time. He was not im-
mune from hunger and thirst, wea-
riness and pain.

Objection:

Many passages of Scripture as-
cribe bodily parts to God. They
speak of His eyes, face, hands, feet,
arm, nostrils, etc. Isaiah 40:10-11,
"Behold, the LORD GOD will come
with strong hand, and his arm shall
rule for him: behold, his reward is
with him, and his work before him.
He shall feed his flock like a shep-
herd: he shall gather the lambs
with his arm, and carry them in his
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bosom, and shall gently lead those
that are with young." Isaiah 52:10,
"The LORD hath made bare his
holy arm in the eyes of all the na-
tions..." Isaiah 53:1, "Who hath
believed our report? And to whom
is the arm of the LORD revealed?"
Revelation 1:13-15, "And in the
midst of the seven candlesticks one
like unto the Son of man, clothed
with a garment down to the foot,
and girt about the paps with a
golden girdle. His head and his
hairs were white like wool, as white
as snow; and his eyes were as a
flame of fire; and his feet like unto
fine brass, as if they burned in a
furnace; and his voice as the sound
of many waters." But in reply it
may be said that the language is
partly figurative, and partly used as
an accommodation to human
thought. Such language is called
anthropomorph.

THE UNITY OF GOD

By the unity of God we mean
that there is only one true God. To
speak of more than one God is to
speak of more than one Supreme
Being, which is absurd. The fol-
lowing Scriptures are but a few of
the many that emphasize the unity
of God: Deuteronomy 6:4, "Here,
O Israel: the LORD our God is one
LORD:" Malachi 2:10, "Have we
not all one father? Hath not one
God created us?..." Mark 12:29,
32, "And Jesus answered him, The
first of all the commandments is,
Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God
is one Lord: ... And the scribe said
unto him, Well, Master, thou hast
said the truth: for there is one
God; and there is none other but
he.” 1Timothy 2:5, "For there is
one God, and one mediator be-
tween God and men, the man Christ
Jesus." Ephesians 4:5, 6, "One

Lord, one faith, one baptism, One
God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in
you all." James 2:19, "Thou be-
lievest that there is one God; thou
doest well: the devils also believe,
and tremble.” Exodus 8:10, "And
he said, To morrow. And he said,
Be it according to thy word: that
thou mayest know that there is none
like unto the LORD our God."
Exodus 9:14, "For I will at this time
send all my plagues upon thine
heart, and upon thy servants, and
upon thy people; that thou mayest
know that there is none like me in
all the earth.” Exodus 15:11, "Who
is like unto thee, O LORD, among
the gods? Who is like thee, glori-
ous in holiness, fearful in praises,
doing wonders?" 11 Samuel 7:22,
"Wherefore thou art great, O
LORD God: for there is none like
thee, neither is there any God be-
side thee, according to all that we
have heard with our ears."”

Objections:

The gods of the heathen are
spoken of as their gods. Deuteron-
omy 10:17, "For the LORD your
God is God of gods, and Lord of
lords, a great God, a mighty, and a
terrible, which regardeth not per-
sons, nor taketh reward.” Joshua
22:22, "The LORD God of gods, the
LORD God of gods, he knoweth,
and Israel he shall know..." Psalm
96:4, 5, "For the LORD is great,
and greatly to be praised: he is to
be feared above all gods. For all
the gods of the nations are idols:
but the LORD made the heavens."
I Corinthians 8:4-6, "As concerning
therefore the eating of those things
that are offered in sacrifice unto
idols, we know that an idol is noth-
ing in the world, and that there is
none other God but one. For
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though there be that are called
gods, whether in heaven or in earth
(as there be gods many, and lords
many,) But to us there is but one
God, the Father, of whom are all
things, and we in him; and one
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by him."

Reply:

The gods of the heathen are
idols and an idol is nothing. Such
gods are only exalted in the place of
God by false conceptions.

The word "god" is applied to
Moses and others. Exodus 4:16,
"And he shall be thy spokesman
unto the people: and he shall be,
even he shall be to thee instead of a
mouth, and thou shalt be to him in-
stead of God." Exodus 7:1, "And
the LORD said unto Moses, See, [
have made thee a god to Phar-
aoh..." John 10:34, 35, "Jesus an-
swered them, Is it not written in
your law, I said, Ye are gods? If he
called them gods, unto whom the
word of God came, and the scrip-
ture cannot be broken." Cf. Psalm
82:6, 7, "l have said, Ye are gods;
and all of you are children of the
most High. But ye shall die like
men, and fall like one of the
princes."”

Reply:

In the case of Moses it simply
means that Moses was God's repre-
sentative, vested with the authority
of God. As to the passages in
Psalms, the meaning is that men
were delegated with great authority
and power. Romans 13:1-6, "Let
every soul be subject unto the
higher powers. For there is no
power but of God: the powers that
be are ordained of God. Whosoever
therefore resisteth the power, re-
sisteth the ordinance of God: and
they that resist shall receive to
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themselves damnation. For rulers
are not a terror to good works, but
to the evil. Wilt thou then not be
afraid of the power? Do that which
is good, and thou shalt have praise
of the same: For he is the minister
of God to thee for good. But if thou
do that which is evil, be afraid; for
he beareth not the sword in vain:
for he is the minister of God, a re-
venger to execute wrath upon him
that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must
needs be subject, not only for
wrath, but also for conscience sake.
For for this cause pay ye tribute
also: for they are God's ministers,
attending continually upon this very
thing."

The doctrine of the trinity is
thought by some to be incompatible
with the idea of the unity of God.
The unity of God means that there
is but one Divine essence undivided
and uncompounded. The trinity
means that in the Divine essence
there are three persons subsisting,
who, by virtue of that subsistence,
are each God. The Arian notion
made the Father the Supreme God
and the Son only a Divine being in
a subordinate sense. The Son was
of like but not of the same sub-
stance with the Father. Christ was
the first and noblest of all created
beings according to Arius. His doc-
trine was condemned at the Council
of Nicaea in 325 A.D. Arius was
opposed by Athanasius who con-
tended that Christ was of one sub-
stance with the Father. The Sebel-
lian notion is that God is one per-
son, manifesting Himself some-
times as Father, sometimes as Son,
and sometimes as Holy Spirit. But
this would make Him cease to exist
as Father when manifested as Son.

THE TRINITY
The trinity means that there are

three persons in the Godhead. We
can do no better here than to give
the matter as summed up by Dr.
Strong:

"God exists in the relations re-
spectively: First, of source, origin,
authority, and in this relation is the
Father; Second, of expression, me-
dium, revelation, and in this rela-
tion is the Son; Third, of apprehen-
sion, accomplishment, realization,
and in this relation is the Holy
Spirit."

Dr. Strong also sums up the
characteristic differences between
the work of the Son and the work of
the Holy Spirit in four statements:

1) "All outgoing seems to be the
work of Christ; all return to God the
work of the Holy Spirit.

2) Christ is the organ of exter-
nal revelation; the Holy Spirit is the
organ of internal revelation.

3) Christ is our advocate in
heaven; the Holy Spirit is our advo-
cate in the soul.

4) In the work of Christ we are
passive; in the work of the Holy
Spirit we are made active."

Argument for truth
of the trinity:

The doctrine of a trinity of per-
sons in the Godhead may be proven
in several ways:

By the use of plural names of
God in the Scriptures. The first
name of God we meet with in the
Bible is in the plural: Genesis 1:1,
"In the beginning God (Elohim)
created the heaven and the earth."

From plural expressions used
by God, when speaking of Himself.
At the creation of man, He said,
Genesis 1:26, "And God said, Let
us make man in our image, after
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our likeness..."

A trinity of persons were mani-
fested at the baptism of Christ.
Matthew 3:16, 17, "And Jesus,
when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water: and,
lo, the heavens were opened unto
him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting
upon him: And lo a voice from
heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

The ordinance of baptism is to
be administered in the name of
three persons: Matthew 28:19, "Go
ve therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost."”

John tells us that there are three
that bear record in heaven: I John
5.7, "For there are three that bear
record in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost: and
these three are one."

We thank thee, God, for blessings—
The big ones and the small—
Thy tender love and mercy
That guards and keeps us all.

The fresh awakening of joy
That comes with morning light,
Sunlit hours to fill the day
And restful sleep at night.

The hope, the beauty, and the love
That brighten each day’s living—
We praise thee, and our hearts are filled
With joy, and with thanksgiving.

The pride that’s found in work well done,
The love of those who care,
The peace of mind, the sweet content

That comes with quiet prayer.
—Author Unknown
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CDs of Pastor Gormley and
Assistant Pastor Waltermire’s
sermons are available for
$1.50 each, shipping included.
Here are a few of the most recent:

3873 Am I Honest With God? AG
3874 A Second Opinion DW
3875 I John (Part 8) AG
3876 Repentance AG
3877 An Inheritance DW
3878 I John (Part 9) AG
3880 Baptism AG
3881 I John (Part 10) AG
3882 Salvation and Service AG
3883 In That Day DW
3884 IJohn (Part 11)
AG
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Books by C. D. Cole
Definitions of Doctrine
Volumes |, II, or Il 5.00 4.00
Lectures in Biblical Theology-N.T. 4.50 3.50
Doctrine Of Election 1.75 1.50
Pocket-size .50 .50
Heavenly Hope 1.00 75
Divine Order of the Sexes .75 .50
Eternal Punishment 1.25 1.00
Books by H. Boyce Taylor
Studies in Genesis 6.00 5.00
Studies in Romans 3.50 2.50
Bible Briefs Against Hurtful Heresies 1.75 1.50
Acts of the Apostles 3.50 2.50
Studies in the Parables 1.25 1.00
Why Be A Baptist? 3.75 2.75
Women’s Work in Baptist Churches .75 .50
Questions and Answers 2.00 1.75
Books by Rosco Brong
Christ’s Church and Baptism 1.75 1.50
Following Holiness 1.50 1.25
Better Than The Angels 5.00 4.00
Love Builds Up 4.00 3.00
Books by Mark W. Fenison
Baptist Women Exalted 3.00 2.50
Once Delivered 1.25 1.00
Sunday-The 4th Commandment 1.75 1.50
Why Infant Baptist is Wrong 1.25 1.00
The Great Commission Credentials 4.50 3.50
Books by Al Gormley
We See Not Our Signs 75 .50
Why Baptists Believe and
Practice Closed Communion .75 .50
Wias Jesus A Child At Conception? 75 .50
God’s Timetable 4.00 3.00
Blood—Fruit of the Vine 1.25 1.00

Phone 859.299.9164
Web Site: www.bryanstation.com

BRYAN STATION BAPTIST CHURCH
3175 Briar Hill Road, Lexington, Kentucky 40516

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday Morning Devotion— 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School—10 a.m.

Email: mail@bryanstation.com
Alfred M. Gormley, Pastor
Don Waltermire, Assistant Pastor

Sunday Evening Worship—6 p.m.

Sunday Morning Worship—I 1 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer Service—7 p.m.
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Books by Joel Saripalli
Face To Face With Paganism 1.75 1.50
Infallible Proofs: Local Church 2.25 2.00
Books by J. M. Carroll
The Trail of Blood (English 1.75 1.50
The Trail of Blood (Spanish) 1.75 1.50
The Eternal Safety/Security of
All Blood Bought Believers 1.50 1.25
Other books
Courtship of Jesus — M. W. Hall 6.00 5.00
Evangelism 0] — Matt Waymeyer  1.00 75
Fully After The Lord — Steve Flinchum 6.00 5.00
Rethinking Baptist Doctrine
—Various Authors 5.00 4.00
Resetting An Old Landmark
—Tom Ross 2.50 2.00
Studies in Types — J. A. Schmidt 2.50 2.00
24 Varied Sermons
— C. D. Cole/A. Gormley 2.00 1.50
Who Are The Baptists?
— Curtis Whaley 1.75 1.50
The Biblical and Historical Significance
of the Beard — Jesse Powell 1.50 1.25
BSBC: Our History/Heritage
— Various Authors 5.00 4.00
God’s Astounding Grace
— D. Scott Meadows 1.75 1.50
The Revelation - Gerald Smith 5.00 4.00
An Examination of the Chemistry
of the Blood — J. C. Settlemoir 1.25 1.00
Hell, Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, Tartarus
—Author Unknown 1.25 1.00
Denominationalism Put To The Test
—-S.E. Tull 1.75 1.50
The Greatest Time Prophecy in the Bible
— Charles Halff 1.25 1.00
Roman Catholicism—Laurence Justice 4.00 3.00
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